
April 15. 2002

State Senator John Chichester
General Assembly Building. Room 626
Capitol Square
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Senator Chichester:

At its meeting of Tuesday, April 9, 2002, although in support of the goals and objectives in addressing open space and
environmental initiatives, the King George County Board of Supervisors unanimously voted to oppose SB592 as
amended by Governor Warner because of the devastating impact to King George County. The Board's primary
concerns revolve around two issues:

1. The terminology in the bill identifying "owner or operator" being responsible for payment of the proposed
$5.00 per ton fee. This language puts King George in conflict with our operating partner Waste
Management of Virginia based on our existing contract, and a final determination of responsibility may very
well require litigation and an end to this very successful public/private partnership; and

2. By virtue of the late introduction of this bill, there is no way to reasonably evaluate and determine the impact
to the County, and then to make budgetary adjustments. King George County, like most county
governments have either completed the budgetary process or have, at a minimum, advertised tax rates for
adequate revenue to support a proposed budget. The potential loss of several million dollars to the County
with no means of offsetting this lost revenue would be devastating to our community and our people.

To further clarify our concerns, County Attorney Matt Britton has clearly articulated the County's specific legal position
(see attached letter of Friday, April 12, 2002) that are the basis for these concerns.

In closing, King George County would very much like to work with fellow Virginians, the Governor and our legislators to
develop an effective proposal that meets the environmental needs of not only King George County but the
Commonwealth of Virginia as well, and am pleased with the clearer understanding of the intent of the bill as passed on in
personal conversations with Secretary of Natural Resources, Tayloe Murphy. But due to the timing, the ambiguous
content of this proposal and finally, the requirements placed by law on the options available to the Senate and House the
County finds itself asking for your support in defeating the amended bill SB592. Thank you for your understanding and
attention to this matter, and if you have any questions or concerns I am available at your convenience.

Respectfully.

Thomas E. Harris
County Administrator






























































































































































































